
 Campaign in Solidarity with the Kurdish People and the Turkish Left and to
call for a NO vote in the referendum regarding the Constitutional reform

Due to the alarming state of political and social repression in which the Turkish state finds 
itself in, and the continuous undemocratic actions that the ruling AKP government is 
carrying out against political parties, social organizations and individuals in general from 
the civil society that oppose the authoritarian and belligerent turn that the government 
wishes to implement; we are launching a campaign to inform and express our solidarity with
the victims of this dictatorship in democratic clothing and against the war the Erdogan 
regime is waging against the Kurdish people and the Turkish left.

The "Report on Human Rights Violations in the eastern and southeastern region of Anatolia”
written by the Human Rights Association (Insan Haklar Dernegi) highlights the escalation 
of violence in southeastern Anatolia since June 2015, which started when the ruling AKP 
lost their absolute majority in the 2015 elections [1] and when the civil movements were 
gaining momentum in the region. This escalation of violence and repression has worsened 
since the failed coup that took place on July 15th 2016 and is being maintained legally 
through a declaration of a state of emergency that has already been in effect for 7 months 
and has made it easy to carry out human rights violations (incarcerations, assassinations, 
mistreatment of civilians, etc.), keeping the country in a state of political and social turmoil. 

According to the data put out by the report during 2016, the association has registered 1,757
civilian casualties and 2,096 severely wounded people and 8,574 cases of civilians being 
detained of which 109 are underage. Those arrested after the coup are being held under 
conditions established by the state of emergency, this means that detention periods can go 
on for a month without due process or need to inform the detained of the charges against 
them nor inform their families or lawyers of their whereabouts or general conditions. 
Furthermore, 647 cases of torture have been reported, 1,103 violations of human rights in 
prisons and at least half a million people have been victims of displacement due to the 
curfews imposed on neighborhoods and towns of southeastern Anatolia [2].

Using the failed coup as justification, the government's repression apparatus has carried out 
massive purges against all those who oppose the ideology and actions of the Erdogan 
government. With the result of 130,000 public workers and administration personnel being 
dismissed from their jobs [3], whom have not only been left without a job but will also be 
subjected to prosecution due to their supposed complicity with the events related to the 
coup. These purges have specially affected 5,000 teachers and academics, whose passports 
have also been confiscated. The right to free expression of the press is also under attack, the 
systematic incarceration of more than 140 journalists and the closing of dozens of different 
media outlets is undeniable evidence of this.
 
The repression has been clearly and brazenly directed against the parliamentary political 
opposition represented by the party HDP (Democratic Peoples' Party) with severe 
consequences for the democratic system in the country. More than 3,000 members and 
political officials of the HDP have been imprisoned, to which we must add the thousands of 
detained sympathizers facing legal charges [4]. Of the 3,000 arrested, more than 80 are co-
mayors of different towns and cities and 12 are parliament members, all of whom are 



elected representatives. They have been stripped of their parliamentary immunity, by a 
clearly unconstitutional ruling of the Supreme Court of Appeals passed on September 22nd 
of 2016. We denounce as well the incarceration of the 2 co-presidents of the party, Selahati 
Demirtas (5 months prison sentence) and Figen Yüksekova (10 months prison sentence) 
both of them leaders of the party. Furthermore, the co-president Yükesova has seen her 
parliamentary membership revoked alleging she had been involved in “terrorist 
propaganda”, a clearly undemocratic and unconstitutional sentence. [5].

Repression exercised against the HDP party is in no way a coincidence, it is connected to 
the fact that this party has decided to campaign against the constitutional reform, that would 
transform the parliamentary system into a presidential one, which will be voted on in a 
referendum on April 16th. This constitutional change will diminish the democratic system, 
giving extensive powers to the President of the Republic and effectively extinguishing the 
role of the Prime Minister which will be replaced by one or more Vice-presidents.  Amongst
the powers granted to the president under this reform is the concentration of the executive 
power in his hands, the capacity to elect and replace ministers, decree laws, declare the state
of emergency, the legal capacity to lead a political party, the power to suspend unilaterally 
the elected parliament and the right to choose a third of the members of the Constitutional 
Court which is the supreme judiciary body of the state. Moreover the judiciary associations 
will lose their right to elect part of the members of the Supreme Council. But this isn't it, 
Erdogan, current president of the Republic of Turkey, after 12 years in power (first as prime 
Minister, and since 2014 as President of the Republic), would be able to stay in power for a 
maximum period of 10 years counting from the end of his current term in 2019. 

The public campaign for the NO in the referendum has been brutally attacked as we can see 
in the repression suffered by the activists and political representatives that oppose the 
constitutional change. The organizations fear a tampering of the vote in the referendum set 
for April 16th. Therefore, HDP is calling on lawyers, activists, politicians and people in 
general to participate as international observers of the referendum in order to guarantee the 
transparency of the voting process. [6]

For all of the above:

- We demand that all political prisoners in Turkey be set free, that Human Rights be 
respected, the end of systematic torture suffered by those imprisoned and the end of 
displacement policies of the prisoners.

- We demand reinstatement of all people dismissed from their workplaces and that an 
international commission guarantees fair and impartial trials.

- We publicly declare our support for the organizations that are in favor of democracy and 
peace between nations inside the Turkish state (HDP, BDP, TJA, DTK) 

- We publicly declare our support for the NO campaign on the constitutional referendum, 
since its passing would transform the current authoritarian regime into a de facto 
dictatorship. 

As well, we demand that until changes in the democratic system are made and the brutal 



violence against the opposition ceases, the government of the Spanish State, along with the 
rest of the political parties and organizations, put an end to diplomatic and commercial 
relations with the Turkish government and to express publicly their repudiation of the 
repressive and undemocratic policies that the conservative party AKP, with the support of 
the ultra-nationalist MHP. This hypocritical Europe fills its mouth with words such as 
democracy when they are actually willing partners of governments with clear dictatorial 
leanings, in exchange for border control and to continue their lucrative commercial 
endeavors, as is the case with the Erdogan Regime in Turkey.

We call on all organizations, associations and people in general to support the Kurdish 
people and the Turkish left, spreading the authoritarian drift and the systematic violations of 
human rights that are being committed in the Turkish State which is being an accomplice the
EU through trade agreements and with the closing of borders which let in a country 
dangerous and hostile to thousands of refugees fleeing from the war and misery. By a global
resistance against authoritarianism and capitalism.

¡Long live the resistance of the peoples of the world! Long live Internationalist
Solidarity!!
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